E-CONTENTS ON METAPHYSICAL MOVEMENT

In this chapter we will learn:

o What is Metaphysical Movement of poetry?
Historical background of Metaphysical Movement.
Features of Metaphysical School of poetry.
Metaphysical Poets

Contribution of Metaphysical Movement in English Literature
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rd “Metaphysical” has been used for Donne and his followers,
wever, the term is an unfortunate one for it implies a_process of

Y g.f: sndpecudmign abouI; the nature of the unive;s:iaﬁo
a cath, etc. Donne’s poetry is not meta
s sense of the word. His poetry does not expound any
slensophical system of the universe, rather it is as much concerned
Cath his emotions and personal experience as any other poetry. No
2~ubt. there is much intellectual analysis of “emotion” and *‘experi-
nce” but this by itself cannot be called metaphysical. The poetry of
the school of Donne is not metaphysical as far as its content is

il .

Donne’s poetry may be called “metaphysical”, only in as far
as its technique or style is concerned. It is neavily overloaded with
eonceits”. which may be defined as the excessive use of over-
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orated similes and metaphors, drawn from the most farfetched,
and unfamiliar sources.  Poets have always perceived
tv between dissimilar objects and used similes and metaphors
snvey their perception of that similarity. The peculiarity of the
ar sals lies in the fact that : (1) They use figures of speech
sessively, (2) Their similes and metaphors are far-fetched and are
S drawn from the most unfamiliar sources, (3) Their similes are
orated to the farthest limit. (4) The relationship they perceive
ious. They are difficult to understand, (5) Their images
intellectual, rather than sensuous Or emotional. In

seits” Donne and his followers constantly bring together the

nd the near, the spiritual and the

teact and the concrete, remote a :
vial 1l w and the infinite, the sublime and the commoanplace.

’

agili one such concept to another,
i 2nr:gempartc of the readers to follow
of his poetry. and hence the charge

jifficult nature § o
: has been brough gainst him. The difficulty of the
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. Originality is achieved by the use of a new vocabulary
dmm6 frg;'ﬂt.i;mvyvoﬂq of trade and commerce, the arts, and the

sciences.

7. In order to arrest attention often a poém begins abruptly anqd
colloquially, and unusual rhythms are. used. Unusual, compound
words are also used for the same purpose.

8. It is often dramatic in form. As has been well said, his
poetry presents “‘a drama of ideas”. Mataphysical lyrics are dra.
matic,
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